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make a proper estimate of the country's military strength. But not only
were they disbelieved, they were openly suspected and secretly denounced
as ** false prophets " and as " subversive elements."

How much understanding is there in an Allied military observer in
Moscow who, after the Germans at Stalingrad had akeady been surrounded
said to foreign correspondents; *' Stalingrad is a phony front. . . . The
Russians cannot fool me. . . . They are not advancing. There is no
offensive. ..." He was convinced that the Germans were of their own
accord retreating to a favoured position so that they could swoop on
Stalingrad in the spring, seke it with ease, and push on with their further
conquest. He could not conceive of the Red Army's inflicting on Germany
the most disastrous defeat the Reichswehr has suffered since it plunged
Europe into war.

Russia is too important, too powerful, and much too necessary for a
decent reconstruction of the world in Europe and in Asia for any one to
permit hatred of Russian politics, contempt for Russian bureaucracy,
irritation over Russian personal and ideological unpleasantness to obscure
his understanding of the Russia and the Russians of to-day.